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Message de solidarité du Food & Fuel Forum

The Food and Fuel Forum of Trinidad and Tobago offers, through the General Union of Guadeloupean Workers,
UGTG, its deepest solidarity with the LKP, a grouping of forty seven peoples organisations, the workers and people
of Guadeloupe as you pursue your general strike against the extreme exploitation that has been the lot of the masses
of people in the French colonies in the Caribbean. We in Trinidad and Tobago also suffer the effects of the capitalist
economic crisis and strongly empathise with the people of Guadeloupe.

We support your demands for an immediate increase in wages, pensions, and social benefits. In Guadeloupe where
over 100,000 people live below the poverty line in a population of about 450,000 inhabitants. We support your
demands for job security and job creation including training for youth, for the protection and improvement of trade
union rights and for a decrease in rents.

We condemn the action of the government of France in sending hundreds of armed forces to Guadeloupe in an effort
to repress, intimidate and brutalise the people of Guadeloupe. We are particularly concerned because of the
massacre of Guadeloupeans by French troops that took place in May 1967 in response to a strike by construction
workers.

We call upon the authorities in Guadeloupe to implement the measures demanded by the LKP and to immediately
withdraw troops from Guadeloupe.

Gerry Kangalee

Post-Scriptum

The Food & Fuel Forum seeks to research and disseminate information about the dire consequences facing working people and the poor and to
assist in developing strategies and activities to protect, advance and defend them as the international capitalist system falls into deep crisis and
exposes itself as being unable to deliver a decent standard of living and the personal and social security that working people and the poor

deserve.

The Forum was formed by a number of concerned individuals from different organisations within the labour and progressive movements. Some of
these people include : Norris Deonarine, Education Officer of the National FoodCrop Farmers' Association (NFFA) ; Dave Smith, Secretary
National Workers' Union ; Willock "Pex" Pierre from the Labour Advisory Bureau ; Lois Pollidore, First Vice President Transport and Industrial
Workers' Union (TIWU) ; Kasala Kamara, progressive intellectual and author ; Gerry Kangalee, member Socialist Alternative, labour and cultural

activist.
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